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 Corporate Big Partner Highlight: Hand Arendall Harrison Sale

Patience and the ability to accept change are two great characteristics for
anyone to possess. Little Sister Alayzhia possesses both of these
characteristics along with many other wonderful qualities. She had already had
two Bigs who had life changes that resulted in her matches with them closing
early. Alayzhia’s willingness to try again created the opportunity for a
successful match with Big Sister Angela. Angela was familiar with change as
well. She had a previous Little who changed schools which resulted in her
match closing. Both could have easily enjoyed the experiences for what they
were and not chosen to be rematched. Thankfully, they both felt compelled to
stay with us, and little did we all know, something great was waiting for them-
each other.

 

 
 

 In the winter of 2015, we paired Little

Alayzhia and Big Angela together at Brazier

Elementary School. Brazier Elementary was

the site for all of Hand Arendall Harrison

Sales Corporate Bigs. At this time Alayzhia

was a 5th grader, who presented herself as a

reserved and humbled honor roll student.

Despite never being shy and reserved, once

she trusts you, she will open up and allow

you to see the world through her eyes. Angela was an Administration Assistant with Hand

Arendall Harrison Sale for nearly a decade at the time she enrolled to become a Big. Their

match is what we often call a hidden gem within BBBSSA. They don't want any

recognition, they just want to exist and share space within the safe space of their long

term friendship and are always appreciative of the support and opportunities we extend to

them.  Angela may tell you that Alayzhia was easy to mentor but Angela was only able to

enjoy the fruits of her labor by building that trust and consistency with Alayzhia.

 

 
 

 Transitioning from elementary to middle and

then high school changed how they engaged

and introduced the concept of growing

together. Most School-based Bigs want to

transition their match to the Community-

based setting because it provides more

community opportunities, but Alayzhia and

Angela always enjoyed their visits during

school and during the pandemic, Zoom calls.

Being able to get a glimpse of their interaction during their Zoom calls allowed their Match

Specialist to see the magic, hear the laughter, witness the coaching from Angela, and the

feistiness of Alayzhia that is not often visible.

 

 
 

 Seven years later, to many what would seem like an end is

really a new beginning.  Alayzhia’s graduation from Mattie T.

Blount High School is not the end of their mentoring

relationship. It is now about life after high school. Their

relationship will now be between two adults, two friends. If we

had to guess, we'd say it'll last a lifetime. This is just a brief

glimpse into one of the hundreds of our amazing matches. And

what we particularly love about it and our graduating Littles is

when they recognize what a gift it is to have someone invest in

you and wish to do the same for others. Alayzhia has shared that when she finishes

college, she is going to become a Big because she wants to give a child the same

experience she had. When we defend potential, it creates a chain reaction. Those who

were once defended become the defender.  Please join us in congratulating Big Angela

and Little Alayzhia on their journey and success!

To learn more about our elite Corporate Big Program that Hand Arendall Harrison Sale is

a proud member of for the past thirteen years, please visit www.bbbssa.org.

DO YOU THINK YOUR COMPANY  WOULD BE A GOOD FIT? The
Corporate Big Program is a flexible School-based mentoring opportunity that
measurably impacts the lives of the children we serve but also your company
culture and the lives of our mentors, your employees. We pair each company
with their own school in close proximity and the company allows those who
want to participate and who qualify to leave work one hour a week for the
duration of the school year to meet with their mentee at school, during school
hours.  Research shows employees-even those that don’t volunteer-feel
greater pride and loyalty toward an employer that supports a respected cause
like Big Brothers Big Sisters and encourages employees to get involved. If you
think this flexible  volunteer opportunity that has a measurable impact would be
a great fit for your company, visit our website to see a list of our current
outstanding Corporate Big partners and call or email Aimee at 251-454-
2233 or aimee@bbbssa.org for more information.

 

 
 

 

 MEET OUR NEWEST BOARD MEMBERS  

 

Bobbi Sue Thomas Napoleon Bracy, Jr.

Ken Brown

 
 We are thrilled to have three new board members join us this year -- Bobbi Sue

Thomas, Napoleon Bracy, Jr., and Ken Brown! Stay tuned to our social media
over the next couple of weeks to learn more about them!

 

 
 

 
 

We had a blast at the Trolley Poker Pub Crawl back in April! Thank you so much to the

Mobile Bay Parrothead group for having us and for contributing to our mission to create

and support one-to-one mentoring relationships that ignite the power and promise of

youth. Partnering with the Mobile Bay Parrotheads is proof that you can do good and have

a blast while doing it!

 

 
 

 
 The Young Lawyers section of the Mobile

Bar Association hosted a charity golf

tournament in May that benefited Big

Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama. The

Mobile Bar Association has been a faithful

partner of ours for over a decade, and we

are so grateful to the Young Lawyers for

selecting us as the beneficiary of this event.

We also had a great time joining them at Las

Floriditas the night before to help celebrate the tournament kick off!

Pictured above: Aimee, Johana (Big Sister and Young Lawyers President), Katrina, and

Taylor

 

 
 

 2022 SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE!
COMING SOON: information for our
exclusive 250 Club event that will
be held in September and our
annual BIG Event in
November. Visit our website, or
contact Aimee at aimee@bbbssa.or
g
or 251.454.2233.

 

 

 
 Summer Communication  As a reminder, depending on the current grade

of your Little, the following is the approved communication method for our
School-based matches. The importance behind following our communication
policies is child safety and your safety. When you go outside the parameters,
you put yourself and your Little at risk. All participants signed off on our
processes from the beginning of the match, so we must adhere to them.

K-4th grade: only letter writing
5th -7th grade: letter writing and The App (requires parent approval)
8th -11th grade: letter writing, The App (requires parent approval), calls and

texts (parent & Big must sign our waiver) 
Back To School Bash  All School-based matches are invited to attend. 

Littles can attend the event with their Parent/guardian and Bigs can see them
there.  We will be handing out school supplies, have fun and games, arts-n-
crafts, and snacks will be provided!  Parents click the link to register your
School-based Little to attend:https://forms.gle/wjd9fabhdhaybEmM9 (see
ad below) and look for a separate email next week with date and location
details.

First Day of School:  Baldwin County schools first day back is August 10th.
Mobile County Schools first day back is August 4th. Fonde Elementary in
MCPSS will start back July 25th.  Monroe County schools first day back is
August 5th. 

 

 

 June 4, 2022
Bienville Bites Tour (See below)
2:30-5:00 pm
Space Limited to 10 matches
RSVP to beth@bbbssa.org 

June 11, 2022
Alabama Free Fishing Day
One day a year fishing licenses are
not required to cast.  Matches are
encouraged to take their Little
fishing at our local parks and
piers. Check out the link to learn
more. Matches that share their selfie
fishing will be entered into a drawing
to win a fishing pole for their Little!
Send your pics to kelly@bbbssa.org

 

 
 Bienville Bites Food Tour

June 4, 2022  from 2:30-5:00 pm

Get your tastebuds ready for an afternoon
of good food and fun with your Little!

Bienville Bites Food Tour is hosting a 2.5
hour tour of restaurants serving Gulf

Coast dishes like fried green tomatoes,
oysters, pralines, and more. Come try

new foods while learning about the history
of Mobile and having fun! We will meet at

the BBBS Office to start the tour.  Limited to 10 matches, RSVP to
beth@bbbssa.org

 

 
 

Back To School Bash

This is a match activity for our
Community-based Matches and
School-based Littles may bring their
immediate family and their Bigs can
meet them there!  We will have
games, Arts-n-craft, & food!  Bigs
please RSVP to kelly@bbbssa.org. 

Parents click the link to register your School-based Little to
attend: https://forms.gle/wjd9fabhdhaybEmM9. Look for more information to
come on all of our social media channels as well as a separate email next
week with event details.

 

 

 
Upcoming Community Events

 

 
 

Join the City of Mobile’s Juneteenth Education through Celebration Eventful weekend!

Starting on Thursday, June 16, from 5:30-7:30pm, there will be five minute history talks

and cocktail hour at the History Museum of Mobile (111 South Royal Street).

On Friday, June 17 take part in the Dora Franklin Finley African-American Heritage Trail

Tours from 2pm to Sundown.

Sunday, June 19, celebrate with an afternoon full of family fun at the Hope Community

Center from 2-6pm (850 Edwards Street). There will be live bands, DJ, inflatables, games

and much more! Bring blankets or chairs to listen to the music and your coolers and

snacks to keep the party going.

 

 
 

 

JUST ANNOUNCED! The 2022 Saenger

Theatre Summer Classic Movie Series is

back! See classic, beloved films on the big

screen thanks to summer movie

series sponsors - Greer's Markets; Roberts

Brothers, Inc., Realtors; and La Marca

Prosecco! Tickets go on sale Friday, June 3

at 10AM at the Saenger Theatre and Mobile

Civic Center box offices ONLY! Please bring

a donation of non-perishable household

goods (soap, detergent, cleaners, deodorant,

etc) to benefit the Dumas Wesley

Community Center when you attend! Find

the full schedule of films at

ASMGlobalMobile.com

 

 
 

 
 It is our hope that these resources

will help us to disarm racism and
preconceived stereotypes at all
levels. Click here to download our
resource guide. Also, we regularly
share JEDI specific training
opportunities so please be on the
lookout.

 

 

 
 Altapointe's team of trained

counselors can help you understand
what you are experiencing, provide
needed support, and identify
community resources that can be of
assistance – all at no cost to you or
a family member. More information
here.

 

 

 
 During the month of June, our office

hours are Mon.-Thurs. from 9-
4pm. Please feel free to reach out to any
of our team members should you need to
come to our office. Please click here to
view our staff contact information.

 

 

 

 
 JUNE MATCH ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations on anniversaries from one year to eight!  Thank you to our local
foundations, corporations, and individual donors who make our life-changing, entirely

donor-supported friendships possible.

 

 
 

 Little Lorenzo & Big Caine, 8 years
Little Ahziah & Big Cory, 8 years
Little Aazia & Big Linda, 5 years
Little Jayden & Big Patrick, 5 years

 

 

 
 Little Brian & Big Steven, 4 years

Little Jennifer & Big Gay, 3 years
Little Jakayla & Big Holly, 3 years
Little Jaycee & Big Anna, 1 year

 

 
 

 
 THE OPPORTUNITY BEAN COFFEE 

Have you tried our delicious coffee?
You can purchase it at the Royal
Pharmacy in downtown Mobile
or online. Online ordering is great if you
want it shipped to your home or to
send to a friend.  If you would like the
option to pick it up from the office, you
can pay online and make
arrangements with Aimee to pick it up

by emailing her at aimee@bbbssa.org.  It is offered in 16 oz. ground or whole
bean options for $16. You can read more about how the Opportunity Bean
creates possibilities for both our partner Costa Rican farmer, Geovanni, and his
family, and our agency's mission at www.opportunitybean.org.

 

 
 

 
 WAYS TO SUPPORT BBBS

In addition to supporting our special events, other ways include:

1. Create a Facebook Fundraiser on your personal page in honor of your birthday,

holiday or any other celebration!

2. Add Big Brothers Big Sisters of America to your wedding registry at theknot.com.

3. Sign up for monthly giving online using the link below.

4. Give in honor of someone for all special occasions: birthdays,
anniversaries, graduations, etc.
5. Make a difference with your Amazon purchases at no cost to you! Shop

at smile.amazon.com/ch/61-1683905 to generate donations for Big Brothers Big Sisters of

South Alabama. With every eligible purchase, Amazon Smile donates 0.5% to Big

Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama-- same products, same prices, no cost to you.

 

 
 

 

 
 LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Remember, if you and your Little do something great, share it with us on Facebook,
Twitter or Instagram! We love seeing all the fun you are having together.

 

 

      
 

 
 Our mission is to create and support one-to-one mentoring relationships that ignite the

power and promise of youth.
 

 
 

 
 We are still receiving mail at the address below:

Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama
3 S Royal St, Suite 300

Mobile, AL 36602

 

 

http://d1a8dioxuajlzs.cloudfront.net/accounts/11762/original/mental_health_resources_2_pdf.pdf?1601608207
https://d1a8dioxuajlzs.cloudfront.net/accounts/11762/original/Race__Relationships____Resources_6.29.20.pdf?1593464666
mailto:aimee@bbbssa.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20information%20on%20the%20Corporate%20Big%20Partnership
https://www.bbbssa.org/
https://forms.gle/wjd9fabhdhaybEmM9
mailto:beth@bbbssa.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20Bienville%20Bites%20Tour
https://www.outdooralabama.com/articles/free-fishing-day-june-11#:~:text=On%20Saturday%2C%20June%2011%2C%202022,without%20purchasing%20a%20fishing%20license.
mailto:beth@bbbssa.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20Bienville%20Bites!
https://forms.gle/wjd9fabhdhaybEmM9
https://d1a8dioxuajlzs.cloudfront.net/accounts/11762/original/Race__Relationships____Resources_6.29.20.pdf?1593464666
https://d1a8dioxuajlzs.cloudfront.net/accounts/11762/original/ALP-9016_Flyer_-_AL_Program_-_Individuals_%28004%29_%281%29.pdf?1611867201
https://d1a8dioxuajlzs.cloudfront.net/accounts/11762/original/Office_Contact_Info_for_newsletter.pdf?1644444053
https://opportunitybean.org/shop/
mailto:aimee@bbbssa.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20make%20arrangements%20to%20purchase%20Opportunity%20bean
http://www.opportunitybean.org/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/61-1683905
https://twitter.com/BBBSSouthAL
https://www.facebook.com/BBBSSA/
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